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Secretary’s Report

October 2008 – December 2010

Introduction

The Beaconsfield Film Society (BFS) has had a very successful first 15 months and I am pleased to offer this report on the Society’s activities.  An interim six month report was published in June and may be found on the Society’s web site, www.beaconsfieldfilmsociety.com.
Early Days

The first meeting of those interested in forming a film society was held on 28 July 2008 at the invitation of the Director of the National Film and Television School (NFTS), Nik Powell.  A test screening was arranged for the October and the first members joined the following month with the aim of ‘bringing together those who enjoy film and have an interest in the production of films and their use in entertainment, information and education’.  We are greatly indebted to all those who gave so freely of their time in the early days to get the Society off the ground. 
The Venue

We are extremely fortunate in having the NFTS as our venue.  The wonderful new film theatre provides a comfortable, intimate setting in which to watch movies.  The projection equipment is state of the art, enabling us to shown films in any format, including high definition Blue Ray.

The in-house projectionists provide a technically skilled and reliable service.

In addition we are very fortunate to have the advice and good council of Karin Farnworth, Head of Marketing and Public Relations at the NFTS.  Karin has, and remains our main link with other staff and services at the School and attends committee meetings whenever her busy schedule permits.
In response to requests from our members the NFTS agreed to arrange for the seats in the auditorium to be numbered and these are allocated as part of the booking process. 
The Programme

The programme consists of one feature film preceded by either a short film or a speaker on the second Friday and Saturday of each month.  The same film is shown on both days, although from September 2010 a different film will be shown on each day.  Including the test screening in October 2008, 16 feature films have been shown and these are listed below with an indication of their genre.
Most of the 17 short films we have shown are the products of the students at the NFTS and we are very grateful to the School for making these available.

The Programme Manager’s task of initially choosing the films has been undertaken by several volunteers over the period of this report and currently rests with our Chairman, with the final selection being confirmed by the committee.  There are plans to establish a ‘Programming Group’ to undertake this important task.

In addition to the films the following eminent people addressed members on aspects of their various careers within the industry.  In November 2008 Richard Martin addressed us.  Richard starred as Bobby Jesson, the son of Laura played by Celia Johnson in David Lean’s classic, ‘Brief Encounter’, which was screened following Richard’s talk.  Richard went on to develop a career in film and television production.
Dominic Power spoke in April.  Dominic is Head of Screen Arts at the NFTS and he programmes the School’s weekly ‘Passport to Cinema’ screenings.  These are screened for students and the public at the British Film Institute on the South Bank.  Dominic is also a playwright, directs for the theatre and is a visiting lecturer at Cambridge and Kingston Universities.
In November we were pleased to welcome Timothy Burrell and John Rowe.  Timothy gave a fascinating insight into his almost 50 years in the industry as producer of over 40 films, including ‘La vie en Rose’ the story of Edith Piaf, which was our film on the evening of his talk.  John Rowe is head of Digital Post Production and Special Effects Department at the NFTS and gave some wonderful glimpses into this mystical and all important aspect of film production.
There are plans for more talks from eminent people from within the film industry in the coming months.
Front of House
We are indebted to the members and non-members who voluntarily manage the front of house tasks.  David Palmer did a splendid job as the original Front of House Manager and Claire Campbell-Jones has kindly been acting as supervisor to the front of house team until a Manager can be appointed.
We are also looking for more volunteers.  If you feel you could help on a film evening once in a while please contact our Administrator, Sarah McCaffrey on 07531 258 265 or e mail at bookings@beaconsfieldfilmsociety.com.
Membership

Membership of the Society was closed at 453 members within a few months of opening.  Limiting the number of members meant that no bookings were refused and yet we were near capacity on most Friday evenings.

There was a predicted fall in attendance over the summer months and in June the first 50 people on the waiting list were offered membership.  By September the waiting list was cleared and at the year end membership stood at 594.

Just over 10% of our members require postal, as opposed to e mail, correspondence.
Booking and Attendance
Attendance figures have fluctuated with Friday evening performances proving consistently more popular than those on Saturdays.  A graph showing attendance figures is attached.

The Constitution
The Society is a member of the British Federation of Film Societies and we took their template constitution as guidance in drafting our own.

Paragraph 3b) of the Constitution states:


The annual membership fee shall be set by a proposal at the Annual General 
Meeting.

This is impractical given that the subscription year finishes before the Annual 
General Meeting.  It is therefore proposed to change the wording of paragraph 3b) 
to read:


The annual membership fee shall be set by the Committee and notified to 
members in the annual Renewal of Membership notice.

It is also proposed to remove the words, “Members or” in paragraph 4h) of the 
Constitution to enable the Society to use and pay for the services of members when 
this is appropriate.  The restriction will continue to apply to committee members:  


No (Members or) Committee Members shall receive payment directly or 
indirectly for their services or for anything other than legitimate expenses 
incurred in work for The Society.
Administrator
In September Sarah McCaffrey was appointed Administrator, a part time paid position.  This has enabled the Secretary to focus on other aspects of the Society.

Sarah now manages a number of administrative tasks, including;


bookings;


membership;


income and expenditure at screenings;


taking notes at, and drafting minutes of, meetings;


designing the quarterly programme and, from January 2010,


managing the Society’s web site.

The Society’s Web Site
The Society was indebted to The Rooster Ltd. for donating the resources to create a temporary website in the opening months.  This allowed members to use the internet for bookings.  Following the preparation of a design brief, for the creation of a permanent, sophisticated and comprehensive website, the work was put out to tender and the contract was awarded to The Rooster Ltd. The result is the excellent web site we have today.

Following training provided by The Rooster Ltd. the regular updating of the web site is now managed by the Society’s Administrator.   A recent addition to the site is the archive of all films shown.

Geoff Bourne

Honorary Secretary

February 2010

	Feature Films shown October 2008 – December 2009

	Date
	Feature
	Genre

	Oct. 08
	Strictly Ballroom
	Musical

	Nov. 08
	Brief Encounter
	Classical.  Romance

	Dec. 08
	Les Choristes
	Drama.  Foreign language.

	Jan. 09
	Touching the Void
	Documentary

	Feb. 09
	A Matter of Life and Death
	Classical.  Romance

	Mar. 09
	The Painted Veil
	Period.  Romance

	Apr. 09
	Passport to Pimlico
	Classical.  Comedy

	May 09
	The Kite Runner
	Drama.  Foreign Language

	Jun. 09
	Cinema Paradiso
	Comedy.  Romance

	Jul.09
	I've Loved You So Long
	Drama

	Aug. 09
	The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
	Thriller.  Wartime drama

	Sep. 09
	Amelie
	Comedy drama

	Oct. 09
	Mamma Mia
	Musical

	Nov. 09
	La Vie en Rose
	Biographical.  Foreign language

	Dec. 09
	It's a Wonderful Life 2h 10m.
	Romantic fantasy.
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